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IS BAPTISM ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION ? 


This question is answered by many Christians, even by learned 
Divines, in the negative. A certain learned Divine in his ‘Theological 
Dictionary says: ‘It is not however essential to Salvation, for mere 

articipation of Sacraments, cannot qualify men for Heaven; many 
five real grace before they were baptized; besides to suppose it es- 
sential, is to put it in the place of that which it signifies.” 

Before I proceed to shew that Baptism is essential, I shall make a 
few remarks on the foregoing expressions. “It is not however essen- 
tial,” and for what reason? because ‘‘mere participation of Sacra- 
ments cannot qualify men for heaven.” We admit that mere participa- 
tion of Sacraments cannot qualify men for heaven, but is this a suffi- 
cient proof, that Baptism is not essential? if I were a Deist then I 
would argue upon the same ground: the Christian religion is not es- 
sential, for mere participation of it cannot qualify men for heaven, 
hence it makes no difference, whether a man is a Christian or not. 
O ye heralds of truth, instead that you should defend the holy institu- 
tions of God and shew their real virtue and use, you represent them 
as not essential to salvation, and thus sink them as low as possible 
in the estimation of your hearers, and give to the enemy an opportu- 
nity to make light of them; it is qput fault, that they are slighted 

produce not so many good fruits, it. 
is because you degrade these institutions, and pluck from the minds of 
o people, every sacred promise, which God stipulated to them, in 
em. 
Weare not to conclude, that if the Sacraments possess saving vir- 
tues, they must infalhbly, and irresistibly save every one, to whom 
they are administered. They are spiritual means, hence the design of 
their operation is not physical but spiritual, they therefore cai only 
ve salutary where they do not meet with too much opposition. 
tmust alas! be admitted, that many of the baptized do not walk 
in newness of life, yet this is no evidence, of the deficiency of Bap- 
tism, or that it be not essential, but only that many stifle its blessed. 
operations, | | Pra 
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Further: ‘‘many have real grace before they were baptized.” This 
7 in is no proof, that it is not essential; for instance, Cornelius of 
whom we read in Acts 10, enjoyed e before his Baptism; he had 

more good qualities, than many of those who slight or despise Bap- 
tism and view it asa mere insignificant ceremony; notwithstanding, 
it appears, that all his good qualities, his alms, his prayers, were not 
sufficient to obtain remission of sins and salvation; he was advised 
to send for the Apostle Peter, who should tell him, what he ought 
to do, and St. Peter after declaring unto him the word of faith, com- 
manded them (Cornelius and kinsmen and near friends) to be bapti- 
zed with water in the name of the Lord, Acts 10: 47 48, and besides 
this ; @ person that hath real grace, will receive Baptism, and submit 
_ to all the institutions of his Lord & Redeemer, only self-righteous high- 
minded people will omit it, because they can see no goodinit. Fur- 
ther: “‘to suppose it essential, is to put itin the place of that which 
it signifies” a poor objection !—there is no passage in the New ‘Testa- 
ment, which tells us, that Baptism signifies something; under the 
Law; there were significations, émblems and types; for the Law had 
a shadow of good things to come, Hebrews 10: 1. But this is not the 
~ case under the Gospel Dispensation, there is nothing but reality ! 

The reason, why many call Baptism not essential, is, because it 
seems so insignificant a ceremony in their eyes, as if it could not be a 
means of grace and salvation. It is too simple, the grace of God can 
be had on tooeasy terms, they would rather do some hard and diffi- 
cult task : something that looks great and meritorious, hence their 
language is: “what good can water Baptism do ? shall a handful of 
water ¢leanse us from sin ?” But such must have carnal eyes, other- 
wise they would see morein it than water, they would see in it the 
Saviour’s Command, the word and promise of God. They can justly 
be compared with Naaman, whilst in his rage, 2 Kings 5:1 14. The 
cure prescribed by the prophet was too simple; and that very circum- 
stance made it hard, for it put the great man in a rage. If it pleased 
the mee am God, to connect blessmgs with the viewing of a brazen 
serpent Numbers 21: 6 9, with the washing in the water of Jordan, 
2 Kings 5, (for there was no medical virtue in Jordan’s water) why 
- should He not likewise connect blessings with water Baptism ? 
I shall now prove, from the clear testimonies of holy Scripture, that 
- Baptism is essential, and that itis more, than, a mere insignificant cer- 

emony. 

ast Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, after his glorious resur- 
rection and shortly before his ascension, commanded his Apostles 
Mathew 28: 19. “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations baptizing — 
them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
By this command and name the value of Baptism is ascertained. If an 
earthly Monarch gives a command to his subjects, would any one of 
them venture to say: “‘it is not essential, it makes no difference whe- 
ther we obey that command or not?” surely not! else he would be 
considered as a rebel, and be punished. Now if Christ, the King of 
Kings, the Lord of Lords, giveth a command, and by this command 
institutes a Holy Sacrament, has any mere mortal and sinful being, 
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right and authority to declare : “the performance of that command 
and institution is not essential !—especially, when he unites a blessing 
therewith, whilst the command of an tor | King is perhapsa heavy 
burden to his subjects—for what reason did Christ command his 
Apostles: “Baptize all nations,” if it is not essential ? Can any imtel- 
ligent-and enlightened Christian, imagine himself, that Jesus: who is 
the fountain of all wisdom, would ordain and command an ordinance, 
which is to be performed in the name of the Triune God, that ds not 
essential, not a means of Salvation ?—that He who shed his precious 
blood for the Salvation of mankind, should present them with emp- 
ty insignificant ceremonies ? Indeed such thoughts are nothing but 
mockery, and do highly dishonour the Saviour, and likewise prove a 
great deal of unbelief! | | 

2d. Jesustdeclares Mark 16: 16, He that believeth and ts baptized 
shall be saved ; this Declaration of the Saviour, is a strong and un- 
deniable proof, that Baptism is essential, yea that it is a means of 
Salvation. | 

$d. On the day of Pentecost, when the Apostle Peter declared the 
word of life unto the multitude at Jerusalem, many were pricked in 
their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the Apostles: ‘‘Men 
and brethren what shall we do?” ‘Then Peter said unto them: ‘‘Re- 
pent and be baptized every one of you, in thename of Jesus Christ, 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of thé Holy 
Ghost.” Now observe: what was the question of the multitude ? 
‘‘What shall wedo ?” undoubtedly—to be saved, to receive remission 
of sins &c.—and what was Ay ar by the inspired Apostle ? repen- 
tance (which implies, sorrow for sin and faith in Christ) and Baptism, 
and in verse 41, we read “then they that gladly received his word, were 
baptized, and the same day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls. Now those who deny Baptism to be essential, admit 


that repentance is required, but proves not this passage, that Ba 


tism is just-as requisite as repentance? “The Apostle did not say 
(as perhaps some professors in’ our days would have said, if they had 
been in the place of St. Peter) “Repent, and if you please, or if you 
think it to be necessary, be baptized, however it is not essential.” No, 
such was not the language of an inspired Apostle of Jesus, who had re- 
ceived of his great Master, the solemn Command, ‘“‘teach and baptize 
them.” Peter answered the important inquiry of his hearers distinct- 
ly—*‘repent and be baptized every one,” He spake the language of the 
holy spirit, hence the language of God, who had taught him what 
he should say, John 14: 26. Now suppose, the Holy Spirit would 
personally come down to us, and tell us the same words, which Pe- 
ter told unto the Jews, would any of us be so bold, and refute or 


contradict Him, by saying itis not essential to be baptized !— ii imports 


nothing! [I think not. But are not the words which we have in divine 
record of the same authenticity, as if spoken by God himself? But 
says one, the Apostle spoke them to the Jews, hence they have no're- 


_ ference to us—I answer, with the same propriety [ can say—aiothing 
in divine revelation hath any reference to us, because it was*first de- 


clared to the Apostles, Jews and Gentiles, Therefore if it’ was es- 
Vol. V. No. 1. | 
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sential for the first converts of the Christian Church, for those at Je- 
rusalem, for Cornelius and others Acts 10, for Lydia and her household 
and the Jailor and his family Acts 16, for the Apostle Paul Acts 22: 16, 
then it is manifest, that it must be éssential for us too, or are we bet- 
ter than they were? The scripture declares Romans 3, in no 


_ wise, for there is no difference, for all have sinned, and it would be 


abominable to think, that they should have been baptized merely for 
the sake of a useless custom. The order of salvation is not altered 
since the time of the Apostles, for the holy spirit is not changeable 
or double-tongued, that he at one time says so, and at an other time 
otherwise. Gallations 1: 8. | 
4th. Our Saviour declares, John 3:5, “verily verily I say unto thee 
except a man be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of God.” This passage in connection with Paul’s De- 
clarations Titus 3: 5, and Ephesians 5: 25 26, shew clearly, that 
Baptism with water, is a means of regeneration—now if regenera- 
tion is essential, which is not denied—then Baptism must be the 
same, for it is a means of regeneration. The limits of a periodical, 
all the Objections which are made against 
the doctrine of Baptism being a means of religion. However I shall 
quote some, and answer them. I would also observe, that many have 
composed Sermons, Hymns, &c. to prove that: “Baptism is not re- 


. generation,” no reasonable Christian will believe, that it is regenera- 


tion itself—to state, Baptism is regeneration, is just as absurd as to 
say, the mother is the child—hence such intend to prove the inconsis- 
tency of something, which is not in existence, therefore they fight as 
on ethat beateth the air, Ist Corinthians 9 26. and it would be of nouse 
to spa time and paper to answer their arguments. 

0 prove that Baptism is not the means,of regeneration, some al- 
lege: “that when our Lord uttered these words, Baptism as a chris- 
tian ordinance, had not been instituted, though, the Baptism of John 
was generally practised, but it isnot likely, that our Lord would in- 
sist in this solemn manner on the absolute necessity of Baptism, when 
as yet, it was not ordained by Christ himself, hence the term water 
in that passage cannnot mean water Baptism.” If this is a sufficient 
proof, to argue that water Baptism cannot be the means of regener- 
ation, because it was not yet ordained, when Christ uttered these 
words, then I may just as well argue, the holy spirit cannot be the 
means, for we read John 7: 39, “for the Holy Ghost, was not yet 
a because that Jesus was not yet glorified.” It is manifest from 

contents of the passage John 3: 5, that Christ could mean nothing 
but natural water, together with the spirit; in the 12th verse, our 
Lord says: “If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, how 
shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly things.” Christ mentioned 
water in the 5th verse, which is an earthly thing. Now when Christ 
told Nicodemus of an earthly thing, he could not mean spirit, alone, 
for that is heavenly and divine. But why should they ee earth- 


ly things? because the mem | thing are therewith connected. In 


sacraments, God besto heavenly blessings unto the earthly 
man, hence he combues the earthly with the heavenly, in them 
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Therefore Baptism is not mere water, but it is that water which the 
Ordinance of God enjoins, and which is connected with God’s holy 
word, and God has inseparably connected the Holy Spirit with the 
word, for the Saviour declares John 6: 63 the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, andthey are life. “By the preaching of 
Gospel the spirit is administered, Galatians 3: 2 5; ‘this only would 
I learn” says St. Paul, ‘received ye the spirit by the works of the Law, 
or by hearing of faith,” Romans 10: 17, “faith cometh by hearing 
and hearing by the word of God.” [tis further evident that Christ, 
when he said “Except a man be born of water and of spirit &e.” must 
have alluded to the Baptism with water; for thus we read in this 
same chapter v.22 23, “after these things came Jesus and his disci- 
ples, unto the land of Judea, and there tarried with them and bapti- © 
zed. . Others say: the term water in that passage is to mean spirit, 
but why then would he add the word spirit? if the water is to signify 
spirit, then it would be the same as if Christ had said, “except a 
man be born of the spirt and of the spirit &c.” which would be in- 
consistent. If he had said: except a man be born of water and not 
mentioned spirit at al!, then there would be more reason to believe, 
that the word water should signify spirit ; further, it 1s erroneous to 
suppose that water in this passage, is an emblem of the spirit, an 
emblem is an allusive picture hence an image, alluding to some per- 
son or thing. Butis it possible that water'can be an emblem of the 
‘holy spirit? the holy spirit is God, and cannot be represented by wa- 
ter, nor any thing else {sai 40: 18, “‘to whom will ye liken God? or 
what likeness will ye compare unto him?” Others say we must be 
baptized with the inward Baptism of the Holy Ghost, of which the 
Baptism with water is only an emblem, hence they must teach, that 
there are two Baptisms, the one an emblematical with water, and 
the other the Baptism with the Holy Ghost. But the Apostle ex- 

ressly said Ephesians 4: 5, “One Lord one faith, one Baptism.” 

hus agreeably to the apostle’s declaration, there is but one Bap- 
tism, and not two, i. e. an emblematical and spiritual, and this one 
Baptism consists of Water and Spirit. We read of a Baptism of 
the spirit, but it can be sufficiently proved, that this Baptism, did 
allude to the effusion of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost, and 
that the Apostles received this promised Baptism of the spirit on that 
day, whose descent was signalized by a sound from heaven as of a 
mighty wind, and accompanied by the phenomenon of cloven tongues. 
as of fire, and thus they sdesived those miraculous gifts, that they 
could speak in different Languages, heal the sick by the laying on of 
their hands, cast out devils; and raise up the dead. Christians in 
common during the primitive age, received miraculous gifts of the 
spirit by the imposition of the Apostle’s hands; for they could speak 
with tongues, and prophecy. In this manner the divine authenticity of 
the religion of Jesus was established and confirmed; Hebrews 2: 4. 
But this Baptism ceased, for after the Christian religion was sufficient- 
ly attested by signs and wonders, their continuation became unneces- 
sary. Such as pretend to have received this Baptism of the spirit, 
the same as the Apostles and primitive christians, let them manifest — 
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those miraculous operations. But whilst we see no such works, all 
the. pretensions of having received this Baptism, are nothing but 
idle dreams. | 
Others allege: the Apostle St. John in his first Epistle 5: 4, says: 
“that all that are born of God overcome the world.” But is this 
the character of all baptized christians? ‘Has their Baptism chan- 
ged the disposition of their hearts, so that they do not love the 
world, nor the things of the world?” &c. This point has been al- 
or touched in the beginning of this essay, and I shal] add few 
words more in answer of it. Something can be a means, yet it 8 
not have the same blessed effect upon all, to whom it is administered, 
but that is no proof, that it is not the means ; for if this be a good 
reason that Baptism is not a means of regeneration, because there are 
wicked &-worthless people, who are baptized ; then I may argue with 
equal propriety, the holy scriptures are not the word of God, because 
ere are many, who read and hear them, yet are and remain infidels 
rayer is a useless exercise, because there are many who pray, 
and yet continue hypocrites—the Holy Ghost himself, cannot be the 
means of regeneration or a divine energy; because the Jews and 
many thensands besides, with whom he strove, were not turned, 
nor regenerated. I would further ask, is it not possible for a regen- 
erated Person to fall from his state of grace? 2 Peter 2: 20 21 ifit were 
not possible, for what reason did Christ say to the Church of Ephesus 
Revelations 2: 5. “‘“Remember, therefore, from whence thou art fal- 
len and repent, and do the first works,” and verse 7 ‘To him that over- 
cometh, &c.” and Paul Hebrews, 3: 12. “Take heed brethren, lest 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from 
the living God.” Many whose children have been baptized, bestow 
no labour upon them, when they arrive at the age of maturity, to 
instruct them with respect to the use and design of Baptism, hence, 
as the good seed receives no nourishment, how can it be expected to 
prosper? A regenerated person can spiritually die, hence lose his 
spiritual life, and alas, that is the case with many, and if they re- 
main in such awfil and dangerous state they will finally die forever, 
except they remember, how they have received and heard, and hold 
fast and repent; Revelations 3: 3, a godly life, a spiritua life is the 
blessed fruit of regeneration. There is another objection which is 
often alleged against this doctrine. If Baptism be the means of 
» then it must follow, that all those who are not baptized, 
will be damned. There are many thousands, who are unbaptized, 
now to — all such to be lost, is extremely uncharitable. In this 
way I might also prove’ that it is very uncharitable to teach, that 
whosoever does not believe in Jesus Christ shall be damned, because 
there are many thousands who do not believe, and many more have 
never heard his name. What Christian would presume to say, that 
faith in Jesus Christ, is not essential to salvation, because it would 
be uncharitable to suppose all such as lost, who are destitute of it? 
Whatever dispensation God may have ordered to save Heathens 
through Christ does by no means interfere with the dispensation un- 
der which we live. e have no reason to expect he will dispense 
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with the means where he has sent the light of the Gospel. Sundry 
other objections could. be mentioned and refuted, many of them have 
their origin from the doctrine of absolute, unconditional election and_ 
reprobation.and irresistible grace. [fsuch who believe and teach these 
doctrines, would admit, that the Sacraments are means of grace and 
Salvation, then they would contradict themselves, by teaching 
those doctrines, and many adopt their sentiments concering the Sa- 
craments, without examining from what source they flow. I shall now 
come to a conclusion by making a few remarks more on the subject.. 
Our Lord Mark 16 16 declares “he that believeth and is baptized, 
shall be saved,” when the Jailor asked Acts 16 30 $1, “Sirs what 
must I do to be saved?” Paul and Silas answered “Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,” and in verse 33, we read, 
‘“‘and was. baptized he (the'Jailor) and all his, straightway.” It is 


‘evident, that he would not have received Baptism, without being in- 


formed by the Apostle, that it was essential, for eK copay unto him 
the word of the Lord Jesus Christ,v.32, further Paul in his Epistle 
to Galatians Chap. 3 26 and 27 says ‘for ye are all the children of 
God py faith in Christ Jesus, for as many of you as have been _bap- 
tized with Christ, have put on Christ.” Now our Saviour did not 
rescribe two different orders of Salvation, hence to believe and be 
aptized, must be the same, as to be born of water and of the spirit,ifa 
man can be saved by faith and Baptism, if he is a child of and 
puts on the Lord Jesus Christ by believing in Christ, and being es 
tized in Christ, then nothing more is essential; a man that helices 
and puts on Christis a new creature and the blessed fruit of such 
happy state will be, that he walks not after the flesh, but after the 
spirit. ‘The words which Christ told to Nicodemus imply the same, 
t he declares Mark 16 16. I admit that a person may receive 
Baptism and is not regenerated, for only a believer can receive what 
Baptism gives and benefits. ‘He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved.” Without faith, tism will not benefit us, though in 
itself it is an invaluable divine blessing, ‘for what if some did not 


_ believe ?' shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 


God forbid,’ Faith worketh by love hence a person that really be- 
lieveth shall diseover it to God, by a simpledependence upon Christ, 
and to men by the practice. of good works. I do sincerely agree 
with the learned author of the essay im the Intelligencer, vol. 4. No. 8 
(Influence of the holy spirit upon the soul,) that the whole work of 
‘being born again” is made so dark, so inexplicable, that whilst it 
urges one inquiring soul to give up the task, another is unnecessari- 
ly and unnaturally driven into a state of despondency, and often de- 
lirium ; altogether foreign to what; that religion requires, in which 
Christ and his Apostles, whilst on earth, required sinners to believe, 
in order to obtain salvation.” Let us then rejoice in the glorious 
blessings which we have received in our Baptism, but let us strive 
to make a good improvement of them. Let us walk in newness 
of life Romans 6 3 &c. Let us hold that fast which we have, that no 
man take our crown. Let us not be backward and lukewarm in that 
which is good. As we have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord 
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so let us walk in him, rooted and built up in him, and established in 
the faith, as we have been taught, abounding therein with thanks- 
giving, and let us beware lest any man spoil us thro philosophy 
and vain deceit after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and notafter Christ. H. H. 
The above, may be considered as rather diffuse, by some of our 


frierids, but it should be remembeted that it is a subject of infinite 


importance. To afford to all, sufficient matter, to understand it, a 


more limited sphere, could not have been selected by the writer. We 
sincerely hope, that H. H. will favor us for the future, with disser- 
tations Upon some of the important articles of faith. He certainly 
has at heart, the advancement of the truth, and thinks as a Christian 
Lutheran. —Editor. | 


PLAN OF A NEW CATECHISM. 


Although our admiration of the character, talents and labours of 
the immortal Reformer, has always been of the very highest grade, 
yet we never thought him infallible in judgment or perfect in his 
writings. He lived amid the embarrassments and agitation of con- 
tinual controversy, with a weight of duty and responsibility restmg 
upon him, the magnitude of which we cannot conceive at the pre- 
sent day. Instead of wondering why he did no more, the greater 
wonder is, that he did somuch, Considering the times in which he 
lived, the immense labours devolving upon him, the incessant anxie- 
ty of mind which he suffered, and the constant dangers to which he 
was exposed, it is not surprising that some of his writings exhibit 
manifest evidence of haste, and among those of this character we 
rank his Smaller Catechism. It was written in troublesome times and 
for the emergency, and though we regard it as eminently good in the 
choice of matter especially, yet we think it capable of amendment, 
yea, that a much better might be substituted. The plan is defective 
and inconvenient. Learners complain of this on good grounds, and 
it is our duty to render the exercise of catechisation to our youth as 
pleasant, easy and profitable as possible. 

We are glad to observe that this subject is now discussed by our 
brethren in Germany. We have seen several plans suggested by 
them, but the one which strikes us as the best, we beg leave to com- 
municate, with a little alteration and amendment. 

The three articles of the creed should be the foundation of a Chris- 
tian Catechism. The other parts of Luther’s might be subordinate to 
these. Veneration for the memory of that distinguished man should 
not blind us to any deficiencies in Tis Catechism. Our church is not 
built on Luther but on the Sacred Scriptures. - 


I. The firs. article of the creed. is embraces the doctrine of 


God, the Almighty Maker, Father and Governor of the world, and 
its iphabitants, in the general. = 
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- From this there would be an easy transition to the doctrine of man 
and his peculiar relation to God. is would embrace two heads. 
Ist. In bis origtaal condition. 2d. In his condition after the fall. 
Under the first head would be shewn his existence in a corporeal and 
spiritual respect, and his original relation to God. Under the second 
would be exhibited his fall from God—the causes of his apostacy, 
its nature, spiritual and corporeal consequences, and the counsels of 
God respecting him. | 
Here would follow the ten commandments, and here also should 
be introduced the prophesies and promises respecting a Redeemer, 
and let the first general head close with the advent. 


II. The second article of the creed would be the second general 
head. This would embrace Ist The birth of Christ, with the evi- 
dences of his supernatural incarnation. 2d The different effects it oc- 
casioned among men, from Shepherds to Kings and wise men. 3d 
The infancy of Jesus, that is, how he grew up, his presence in the 
temple, &c. 4th His entrance upon his ministry. 5th Jesus, a tea- 
cher, exagple, leader, the means he employed for the extension of 
the truth. 6th His success, contradictions of sinners, sufferings. 
7th Death, Atonement. 8th Resurrection, proof of the divinity of 
Jesus, and of his doctrine. 9th Consequences to his friends, the 
world. 10th Calling of ascension, second coming, Doc- 
trines of Baptism and Lord’s Supper. 

lif. ‘The third article of the creed. 1st His sitting at the right 
hand of God, Presidency over the church, Doctrine of the Holy 
Ghost, Revelation, Church, Repentance, faith and moral duties. 

This is a general plan which appears to us better adapted to our 
wants, than any which we have yet seen. As catechetical instruc- 
tion is so extensively pursued in our church, it is essential to have a 
Catechism of the very best character for simplicity, systematic ar- 
rangement and scriptural correctness. The plan is merely propo- 
sed to the consideration of those who feel themselves qualiked to 
undertake the work. We are far from thinking it perfect, but it ex- 


hibits the general ground which ougl:tto be occupied. The prepar- 


ation of such a Catechism would be rendering an important service 


to the church, ministers, members and catechumens. 


CLERICUS. 

The above communication, merits the attention of our Ecclesias- 
tical bodies, orrather, the members of the General Synod. Never- 
theless we publish it, as it is the privilege of Lutherans to differ in 
their views, and we believe, that a temperate, candid discussion of 
subjects, may be profitable. As for ourselves,-we shall rejoice to 
see any evangelic productions, that are calculated to promote the 
knowledge of the truth, introduced among our people. But, ourpre- 
cious little Catechism, has been the friend of our fore-fathers, and 
our friend; we cannot forget it; we cannot agree that it shall be 
supplanted byanother. We shall be glad to receive the views, of 
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other brethren, and we consider “Clericus” as pledged, to continue 
his remarks, until the whole mapject | is lei clearly before the 
church. 

In conclusion, we would add, that if any member of the church, 
sufficiently qualified, would translate accurately some of our nu- 
merous German Devotional books, or, publish somethmg upon the 
plan suggested by “Clericus” in the English language, he would do 
our people a great service (as many do not understand the German 
language) and be himself amply rewarded. 

We are frequently called upon by such, as become concerned for 
their souls, for some book, that may promote their views of the 
truth, and place before them the doctrines of the Bible, as received 
by the Lutheran Church. But, we have so few works in the En- 
glish language, and there are so few others, free from the peculiar 
views entertained, by brethren of the different religious families, that 
we cannot but hope, that our General Synod will be sustained, by 
our people, in undertaking the publication of Devotional and Doc- 
trinal books. In the mean time, let us with ardent prayer for the 
spirit’s influence, search the Scriptures, with the aid of our Cate- 
chism, Liturgy, True Christianity, Schmucker on the Revelation, 


Biblical Theology, by Professor Schmucker, Mosheim, an the Peri-. 
odicals of our 


DANGERS OF POPERY. 


‘We extract the following, frond “The Protestant” of 23d of January, 
We invite our readers to read it attentively. It affords us, ineffable 
delight, to see that so powerful a weapon is now wielded, as “The 
Protestant” against the soul-destroying errors of Popery. We shall 
make frequent and copious extracts. Of this resolution we already in- 
formed our readers, and we have the satisfaction to learn that it is 
approved of. One respectable gentleman, who with many others, 
censured us, for exposing the errors of Popery, and warning against 
its effects, during the past four years, (when scarcely any other Peri- 
odicals, contained any remarks upon the subject) personally called 
upon us, confessed his former short-sightedness, asked our pardon, 
and declared his readiness heartily to sustain us and the cause of Pro- 


testantism, for the future. The Roman Seminary at Emmitsburg in 
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this county, was chartered as a College, by the last Legislature of 
Maryland.— Editor. | 


There is danger to be apprehended from the diffusion and ascen- 
dancy of Popish principles. | : 

«4 little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” This is emphatically 
verified in those cases, where there is a peculiar appetency and adap- 
tation in the mass, to receive the contagion, and where the leaven so 
infused, is peculiarly active and insinuating—in this case, both these 
circumstances combine to favor the diffusion of the baneful virus of . 
Romanism, | 

What ? in a Protestant country, the land of light? Impossible, it 
as said, that the stupid errors and blind superstitions of Popery ean be 
entertained among enlightened people! 

If the objection means merely intellectual light, the argument is 
null, for it is notorious, that men possessed of the highest intellectual 
powers, have lived and died in an avowed belief of the mdiculous 
tenets, and in the idolatrous practices of Rome. What does this 
prove? ‘That the light in these Popish literati is darkness, and that 
there 1s no absurdity too monstrous for men to credit, so long as they 
reject or slight God's word, and neglect to seek the teaching of his 
Holy Spirit. ‘The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God—for the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, 
who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 

Though men of high intellectual attainments do profess to hold the 
absurdities of Romanism, it contributes nothing to the support of 
Popery: but it is an argument of great weight against those, who 
would persuade us, that the march of intellect will secure us against 
Papal encroachments. 

he highest intellectual refinement will combine with the ssest . 
superstition. This was abundantly evinced by the philosophers of 
Greece and Rome; who, with all their science and knowledge, yiel- 
ded to the popular superstitions and idolatry ; “‘professing themselves 
to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the incor- 
ruptible God, into an image made like to corruptible man.” 

Is it urged that some of the more enlightened Heathens did not 
believe the popular idolatries, but only connived at them, as a useful 
engine of state policy? Perhaps, also, some of the more intellectual 
disciples of Popery may not believe its absurd dogmas, nor join sin- 
cerely and ex animo, in her superstitious rites; but only sanction 
them out of worldly policy. But does this alleged incredulity of 
some of Rome’s sons afford us any security that they will not propa- 
gate her principles? On the contrary, is there not cause to appre- 
hend, that the number of these Infidel Romish partizans may be re- 
cruited from the ranks of nominal Protestants ? Are there not many 
disciples of human reason in our land, at present numbered amon 
Protestants, who are far from being vitally impressed with the tru 
of the Christian religion? And may it not be apprehended, that 
whenever it seemed that the Roman system presented an effective 
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system of machinery for state purposes, a position, which toa carnal 
tnind is very plausible, they would be prepared to adopt it? 

_ What matters it, to a man of no religion, what are the forms of 
belief? That which will most effectually answer the ends and purpo- 
ses of human policy is best to him; especially, if it will least incom- 
mode him in his career of impiéty, and will serve best to reconcile a 
life of sin, with the hope of escaping eternal misery. 

Is there not therefore cause to fear, that if Romanism were backed 
with power, as it is in Maryland, very many ofthe disciples of hu- 
man reason, instead of being shocked at the Papal absurdities, would 
go over to that interest, regarding it as the most useful engine of car- 
nal policy, and as presenting the most promising field for sowing the 
seed of infidel principles. Is this hypothesis, or history? 

Human reason and intellectual light alone, constitute not a safe- 
guard against the errors of Popery. They are treacherous allies to t: 
the cause of sew and vital Christianity, and which will assured- ; 
ly join the ranks of irreligion in the hour of trial! l 

ut the prevalence of religious knowledge and gospel light, is our 
defence against the incursions of Popery! [If all Protestants were . 
sound, this would indeed constitute a powerful security. But if all 
Protestants were sincere, a compromise or coalition with Popery 
would not for a moment be contemplated, for it is the very essence of 
Protestantism to protest against all compacts and combinations with 
Popery. If the great body of the Reformed churches in this land 
were really what they profess, there would be little reason to fear the 
spread of Popery—but a great many nominal Protestants are already 
onore than half’ Papists. pe: | 

The tenets of Romanism are precisely adapted to the bias and dis- 
position of our fallen, corrupt nature; and consequently every indi- 
vidual,'in his naturai, unrenewed state, prefers the soothing self-flatter- 
ing doctrines of Popery before the self-abasing principles of true Pro- 
testantism. 

If we contrast Protestantism with Popery in a few leading prinex. 
ples, we shall be convinced that the latter 1s the most palatable to ku- 
man nature. How deep rooted is that self-righteous principle, whicti 
prompts men to entertain the idea that they can deserve the favor of 
God by their own works, or that, if aclaim of absolute right to sal- 
vation by their own merits cannot be established, they can plead 
comparative goodness—that they are less guilty than of.hers; that 
their sins are less numerous or less heinous; or that they can atone | 
for them by repentance and amendment, by attendance on religious 
ordinances, and alms-deeds. Every person acquainted with the hu- 
man heart, knows that such are the principles to which: it naturally 
inclines, and that myriads of nominal Protestants hold these senti- 
ments, so totally repugnant to the Gospel. 

8 this Protestantism ? is this the religion of the Rel ormation, foun- 
‘ded on the word of God ? are these the principles for which Luther 
wrestled, and for which Latimer and Ridley bled? Far from it. 

The great fundamental principle of Sasthetention is salvation 
eholly of grace—justification by faith, to the exclusion of all merit in 
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works, either absolute or comparative. Are those who cherish self- 
righteous views in heart, true Protestants? Or can we reckon upon 
their inflexible adherence to a system, which is grounded essentially 
upon principles which they hate and disclaim 

STATIONS FOR AURICULAR CONFESSION. 


$¥The ensuing narrative, extracted from the Glasgow Protestant, 


amiable features. | 

Living some years ago in a‘small town in the south of Ireland, and 
being intimately acquainted with the parish priest, and with others, 
both priests and laity, of the Papist communion, I could not be un- 
acquainted with many of their practices, and their system of worship. 
As some of your readers are not acquainted with many circumstan- 
ces relative to the system of Popery in Ireland, I shall give you some 
account of those things they call Stations for Confessing. 

It was formerly the custom, at whatever house these stations were 
held, to require that a dinner be provided for the priest: and as the 
host would not set the priest down by himself, it was always the prac- 
tice to invite fifteen or twenty of the neighbouring farmers, and their 
wives, who were expected to attend at confession, and who would 


. furnishes a genuine portraiture of ren in its [rish modernized most 


ask them in return. I have frequently seen purchased for these oc- 


casions, meat, several gallons of whiskey, &c., and always a bottle 
of wine for the priest's own drinking. This, you will say, was paying 
pretty well for the honour of his company: but this was not all; there 
was a tax of five shillings on the landlord for saying the mass, who 
was made to believe that a temporal and spiritual blessing would fol- 
low.—Besides this, it was expected that each confessed person would 
pay something for absolution. —F or causes best known to themselves, 
these dinner parties were, of late years, changed for breakfasts ; 
which were more convenient for the priests, as he had to return 
home, when these stations were held in the country, perhaps some 
miles, and he might not so clearly see his way. Some simple peo- 
ple have said, that they were changed to do away those drunken 
revels which always followed these dinners ; but this was not the case, 
as the following facts will show. [I lived opposite to an industrious 
couple of the Romish religion, the man a cooper by trade, and his 
was one of those houses set down in the priest’s book for a station, 
for the priests like to follow industry, hoping to partake more largely 
of those temporal blessings which may rationally be expected from 
it: I had, therefore, frequent opportunities of observing the effects 
of station confessions at this man’s house. I hayeseen some of the 
company invited come out quite intoxicated ; and on asking iow they 
could get so beastly drunk, they stammered out that they were only 
at a station. weal 

As the priest is seldom ready before twelve o’clock, these break- 


fasts usually commence about that time. The bill of fare is as fol- 
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lows: tea, a hot griddle cake, butter, eggs, &c. &c., with decanters 
of whiskey, placed on the breakfast-table: and as the Irish have a 
great affection for the native, as they call whiskey, these decanters 
are frequently replenished, and the feast prolonged for the remainder 
of the day. It may be said that this ts an unfair construction put 
upon the society of fifteen or twenty persons, invited to mect the 
priest at a station breakfast ; that although some _ outstep the li. 
mits of sobriety, the rest should not be charged with it: that these 
poor souls, for aught I knew, were, after pardon received from the 
priest, making pious resolutions of . future pe arnt down 
for their relatives and acquaintances—or devising 

ow they may promote the moral and religious education of the ri- 
sing generation, by the introduction of the Bible into schools, as the 
great and only fountain of divine revelation to man; showing 
him his lost estate both by nature and practice, and the necessity of 
coming to God for real pardon, peace, and holiness; and that at 
all events, surely their drinking bouts could not be fairly charged 
upon the priest. Whoever argues thus, does not know what Poperv 
is. How sure its doctrines lead to licentiouness; how cruel and 
intolerant are its principles; and how much opposed to every effort 
to promote the moral and religious education of the poor children in 
its communion, I shall hereafter show. Indeed, with them the 
verb, that “Ignorance is the mother of devotion,” is held as true, and 
more current, than any of the Proverbs of Solomon. 

The writer was present at the settlement of an account with the 
spirit-dealer for the whisky drank at but one breakfast station for con- 
fession, at his opposite neighbour’s house, where the whole company, 
men, women and children, could not have exceeded twenty-four per- 
sons ; when the bill, admitted to be correct and paid for, was seven 
half gallons of whiskey, at sixteen shillings per gallon ; a liquor con- 
siderably stronger than either brandy or rum. It may be objected, 
that this was too particular a case to be taken for a general rule; and 
that the master of the house might be a very dissipated character 
himself, and have been too pressing with his guests. With regard to 
this man’s general character, he passed among his neighbors for an 
industrious sober man, in general: and as to his character with the 
priest, I assure you that both he and his wife were in several holy orders, 
as they are called in Ireland. So that taking this man’s character, | 
am convinced that [ take a standard much too high as an example of 
the good effects following confession stations ; for were I to select those 
stations which are held at publicans’ houses, it would far exceed what 
I have detailed. = | 

It is the practice for the priest to publish from the altar, at certain 
periods of the year—lI believe before Christmas, and before Lent— 
that he will hold stations for confession at certain houses, then and 
there named. These houses are selected without previous liberty ob. 
tained from the owners, perhaps lest they may make objections, 
which many of them would most cértainly do, if not thus publickly 
given out from the altar. The individuals thus selected make the ne- 
Cessary preparations, and as it has been a prevailing opinion from the 
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time of the Jews, that the publicans were the greatest sinners, and 
consequently required most amending, I have observed that they are 
most frequently selected: nay,I have observed that those who have 
most business are particularly selected by the Priest; it being reasona- 
ble to suppose, thatthe chief amongst the publicans must be chief 
amongst the sinners. As the liquor on these occasions is drawn from 
the cock, it is not so easy to calculate the expenditure; but as the 
ask their best customers, it would be natural to believe that the land- 
lord is not backward in recommending his liquor, nor his guests in 
trying its strength, not having the usual reckoning to pay, and_hav- 
ing previously ere with the priest. As it may be alle 
. that the priest not countenance these practices, I shall mention 
a fact. A female, invited to one of these confessional coteries, men- 
tioned to some others how very _— the priest was at breakiast to 
the women, pressing the bashful ones to take whiskey in their tea. 
‘*Faith,” says her husband, “‘it was very easy to prevail on them 
to take it, and for him to offer what was not out of his own pocket.” 
‘The wife replied, “You dare not tell him so at your next confession.” 
Thus you may see, Sir, how much the moral principle is degraded 
by such a system, and even by the priests; a system which holds 
out to its deluded followers a yearly, or half-yearly, acquittal for sin. 
Well may that truth, applied by our Saviour to the Scribes and 
Pharisees, be applied to them: ‘+Ye encompass sea and land to gain 
one proselyte ; and when ye have gained him, ye make him twofold 
more a child of the devil."— The Protestant of 6. 


THE CHARACTER OF THE LION VINDICATED. 


As the Lion is mentioned so frequent in the Bible, a brief account 
ef this noble animal may not be deemed inconsistent with the reli- 
gious character of the Recorder, more particularly, as it may be in- 
teresting to many of its readers. Every one knows who has read the 
Bible, that Samson tore a lion to pieces with his hands—that David 
killed one ; and Benaiah slew a lion ina pit. That a hon killed the 
man of God from Judah, who prophesied the ruin of the idolatrous 
altar at Bethel, and, contrary to nature, spared his ass. That Dan- 
iel was cast into a den of lions, but received no harm. The heathen 

cutors often exposed the Christians to be torn by lions. The 
church is likened to a hon strengthened of God; she overcomes, 
and is terrible to all that oppose her. Her ministers, especially in the 
primitive ages, were like lions, bold, courageous,. and active in their 
7 work, and conquered multitudes to Christ, and in numerous other 
: instances is he mentioned. Passing on to a more modern account of 
him, he is said to be the terror of travellcrs in the regions where he 
abounds; able to bear off a buffalo on his back, and crush the skull 
of a horse by a single stroke of his paw. In physical strength he is 
indeed unequalled. He lives on animal food, and his organization 
fits him well for the destruction pe animal life, regulated by a saga- 
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ci uliar to his species. The fury of the elements appears to 
from his ordinary During the nights of heavy 
rain, thunder and lightning, he is particularly active ; advances upon 
his rey with less than usual caution, and is not at once driven oft 
by the arking of dogs, andthe sound of muskets. It is related by 
a traveller, that ‘the lion came steadily forward, and stood still to 
ook at us.” We felt our situation not free from danger, as the animal 
“seemed preparing to spring upon us. We were standing on the bank 
at the distance of only afew yards from him, most of us being on 
foot and unarmed, without any visible possibility of escaping. I had 
given up my horse to the hunters, and was on foot myself, but there 
was no time for fear, and it was useless to attempt to avoid him. J 
stood well upon my guard, holding my pistols in my hands, with my 
finger on the trigger, and those who had muskets kept themselves 
prepared in the same manner. At this instant, the dogs boldly flew 
in between us and the lion, and surrounding him, kept him at bey by 
their violent and resolute looking. ‘They pliventad up to the side of the 
huge beast, and stood making the greatest clamour in his face, with- 
out the least appearance of fear. ‘The lion, conscious of his strength, 
remained unmoved at their noisy attempts, and kept his head turned 
towards us. At one moment, the dogs seemed as if they would ac- 
tually seize hold of him, and without discomposing the majestic at- 
titude in which he stood fixed, he merely moved his paw, and at the 
next instant, two laiddead. We fired upon him; one of the balls 
went through his side between the short ribs, and the blood began to 
flow, but the animal still remained standing in the same position. 
Every gun was instantly re-loaded, and we had no doubt he would 
spring upon us; but we were not sorry to see him move quietly 
away.” pag 

Rasta to be a fact well established, that the lion prefers the flesh 
of a Hottentot to any other creature. Mr. Barrow tells us of the 
escape of a Hottentot from a lion, which pursued him from a pool of 
water where he was driving his cattle to drink, to an aloe tree, in 
which the man’ remained for twenty four hours, while the lion laid 
himself down at the foot. The perseverance of the beast was at 
length worn out by his desire to drink; and in his temporary absence 
to satisfy his thirst, the Hottentot fled to his home about a mile off. 
The lion, however, returned to the aloe tree, and tracked the man 
within three hundred paces of his house. 

A relation of a lion hunt, in 1822, by Mr. Pringle, a settler on the 
eastern frontier of the Cape Colony, is peculiarly interesting. 

«One night, a lion that had previously purloined a few sheep out 
of my kraal, came down and killed my riding horse, about a hundred 
yards from the doorof my cabin. Knowing that the lion, when he 
does not carry off his prey, usually conceals himself in the vicinity, 
and is very apt to be dangerous by prowling about the place in search 
of more game, I resolved to have him destroyed or dislodged without 
delay. I therefore sent a messenger round the location, to invite all 


who were willing to assist in the enterprise, to repair to the place of. 
rendezvous as speedily as possible. In an hour, every man of the. 
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J party, but two appeared ready mounted and armed, with about a do- 

zen Bastard’s of mulatto Hetlesaets Commencing from the spot 

where the horse was killed, we tracked him into a large bosch, or 

: straggling thicket of brushwood, about a mile distant. Finding that 

1 the few indifferent hounds we had, made little impression on the. 

. enemy, they divided themselves into two or three parties, and -rode 

: round the jungle, firing into the spot where the dogs were barking 

; round him, but without effect. Atlength three of the men went to 

: within fifteen or twenty paces of the spot where the animal lay con- 

’ cealed. He was couched among the roots of a large evergreen bush, 
with a smal} space of open ground on one side of it; they fired but 
missed the lion ; he growled furiously, and bolted from the bush, and 
in a twinkling, dashed the nearest to the ground, and with his foot 

i on his prostrate foe, looked round in conscious power and pride, 

‘, 


upon the bands of his assailants, and with a port the most noble 

and imposing that can be conceived. We expected every instant to 

see one or more of them torn in piecés ; and though the rest of the 

re were standing within paces with their guns cocked and 

leva led, they durst not fire. e lying under the lion’s paw, and 

the other two crawling towards us, but in a way to intercept our aim 
| at him. Luckily, the lion after surveying us for a few seconds, seem- 
. ed willing to depart, and with a fortunate forbearance, turned calm- 
| ly away ; and the man on whom he had placed his paw, had sustain- 
. ed no other injury than a slight scratch on the face, and a severe 
bruise on the ribs, from the force the animal had dashed him to the 
eres, It seems these relentless beings could not appreciate the 
orbearance of the magnanimous conduct of this noble animal. He 
bounded over the plain into a glen by the side of a river, under a mi- 
mosa tree, whither they followed him; the bastards went to the top 
of a precipice, overlooking the place where the creature stood, and 
the other people separating into two parties, the one to the one side, 
and the other to the other of the glen. He strongly evinced his pro- 
vocation at such ingratitude, but his merciless foes all fired at him; 
with their different positions, he was confounded ; and battering at 
him simultaneously, he was at length overcome ; he proved to be 
full grown of the yellow variety, five or six years of age, measuring 

twelve from the nose to the tip of the tail, with forelegs below the ° 
j knee, eighteen inches thick. ven skinned, his neck, breast, and 

: limbs, were complete cengeries of sinews.” 

4 - ‘The character of this “king of beasts” has been a good deal as. 
| persed by some modern travellers ; but as his name is so repeatedly 
; connected with Holy Writ, in a way to show that in the former ages 
; of the world, by people, whose location afforded them good oppor- 
‘ tunities of judging, he was selected as the emblem of strength, ma- 
: jesty, wisdom and courage, who did not perceive in him any trait. 
4 like that of treachery; and to this day, no action of his is recorded, 


that will fairly bear that construction. I have deemed it proper to 
make a few remarks on the subject. | 

It is true, that since the period fire-arms were put into the hands 
of his hunters, he has acted with a greater degree of caution than 
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he was wont todo; this, however, is a proof of his sagacity. It is 
said that he Jurks in copices and thickets, bouncing on his prey with- 
out facing it ; this is neither a mark of cowardice nor of treachery, 
but only of his sagacity. He seldom preys until impelled by hun- 
ger; he does not, like the creature man, take life from a spirit of 
.wantonness, nor does he give more fear to his victim than he can help. 
He does not, like him, hunt and |put in terror for hours together, 
the victim he at last destroys, but without any warning, without giv- 
ing more torment than what is actually necessary for the accomplish- 
ment of his purpose, in the order of nature, he slays and eats. He 
is created—is in existence, and consequently enjoined te make use 
of such means as to him are the most natural for obtaining a subsis- 
tence. He cannot, like man, sow and reap, plant and dig up, and if 
he could, the food supplied by such operations would not be of a na- 
ture adapted to his support. To| him it would be useless. Not so 
with his vilifier man. He cannot only live upon it with comfort, but 
it is more congenial with his system, than many other things he ob- 
tains by means which are often cruel and oppressive, and things too 
frequently of a quality so deleterious, as to degrade him beneath the 
level of brutes, with which the noble lion would scorn a comparison. 
In the words of Micah, we shall conclude our remarks.— “<The 
church is likened to a lion strengthened of God; she overcomes, and 
is terrible to ajl that oppose her.”-—Philadelphia Recorder. 


ACCOUNT OF THE REV. CHRISTIAN FREDERICK 
SCHWARTZ. 


Our readers will have noticed, that the name of Schwartz, is fre- 
quently introduced, when faithful and devoted servants of Jesus, are 
spoken of. Hence we cannot doubt, but that a brief sketch of his 
life, and close of his earthly career, will be interesting. Never was 
there a more faithful and successful missionary than Schwartz, who 
spent the greater part of his life among heathens, with no other ob- 
ject in view, than to be instrumental, in converting them to Jesus 
Christ. Itis to us a most pleasing fact, that all who are interested 
for the cause of Christ, admit, that this servant of our Lord, ranks 


among the stars of the first magnitude. He drank the first milk of 


the Gospel in the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
We have in our possession a number of his letters, in the German 
language, which we shall endeavor to translate for the Intelligencer. 
Editor 


The Rev. Mr. Scuwartz was malin Germany, in the year 1726. 
On the 17th of July, 1750, he mel at Madras, at the age of 
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twenty-four, to preach “to the Gentiles” of Hindoostan, “the un- 
scearchuble riches of Christ.” That he might be more extensively 
useful, he made himself master of four different lan His la- 
bors were various and immense. ' He preached much, very often se- 
reral times in a day. He frequently visited the different churches — 
planted on the southeast coast of India. He instructed the schools 
of the Malabar children. He visited the sick; and he was often em- 
ployed in secular transactions of a difficult and confidential nature 
or the government and for individuals.* Even in his sixty eighth 
ear, when on a visit to the churches of Cuddalore and Negapatnam, 
e commonly preached three times every day, in English, Portuguese, 
and Malabar. In this “labor of love,” he was actuated by the pur- 
est motives. Salvation by grace, through the atonement of Christ, 
embraced by faith, and evidenced by a life of holiness and devoted- 
ness to God, was the theme on which he dwelt with peculiar pleasure, 
energy, and effect He was himself a shining example of primitive 
Christianity, and might justly have said, “Be ye followers of me as 
I am of Christ.” So established was his character for integrity, that 
he was honored with the confidence, not only of the Europeans with- 
in his extensive sphere, but also of the native Princes and their sub- 
jects. When Tanjore was beseiged, and the garrison perishing with 
unger, and when the Rajah solicited and promised in vain; Mr. 
Schwartz, by merely giving his own personal promise of payment 
to the country people, prevailed on them to bring in corn by night, 
and thus saved that important fortress. ‘The late Rajah of ‘Tanjore, 
though a heathen, frequently consulted Mr. Schwartz on affairs of 
magnitude ; and also committed to the care of Mr. Schwartz his 
adopted son, the present Rajah; a young prince who favors the 
Christians in consequence of the impressions made upon his mind 
by his reverend guardian. ee a 
The road between ‘Trichi 


hinapally and Tanjore had formerly been 
very unsafe, the inhabitants being chiefly collaries, or professed 
thieves ; but since the late Mr. Schwartz been among them so of- 
ten, and had formed congregations in those » they had heard no- 
thing of robberies. ‘These people thankfully accepted certain regu- 
lations made during the visit of the missionaries, which regulations 
had also been well received in the more southern congregations; but 
when they were proposed to the Christians at Tanjore, objections 
were made to them, as arrangements which Mr. Schwartz had not 
judged needful. ‘To such objection they replied, that during Mr. 
Sirs ip time, his presence and word had been instead of all regu- 
ations. 

The labors of Mr. Schwartz were not confined to the instruction 
and conversion of the Hindoos; but with equal earnestness and fide- 
lity he exhorted nominal Christians, whenever they came in his way; 
English, Portuguese, and German ; to “repentance towards God, and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,” in order to obtain forgiveness & salvation. 


*See the Society’s Report for 1795, pnd the testimony ofthe Mar- 
quis Cornwallis, p. 114. igh 


Vol. V. No. 2. 5 


-= 
= - > 


2 


~ 


1 
a 


e 
— 


- 
- 


‘ 
’ 
: 
» 


52 ACCOUNT. OF THE REV. CHRISTIAN FREDERICK SCHWARTZ. (APRIL 
After near half a century of uninterrupted and excessive labors and 
self-denial in the service of Christ, I find him in a series of confiden- 
tial letters, which are now before the of 
days in the prospect of a h eternity; not building, however, his 
haps of Sepptance with God, upon his own labors and merits; but 
on the undeserved grace of God, and the meritorious sacrifice of his 
beloved Son. : 

It must afford sincere gratification to the Christian, that whilst ad 
venturers will cheerfully expose themselves to the multiplied dangers 
of distant voyages and unhealthy climates in pursuit of gain, men are 
not wanting, cheese ready “‘to forsake all,” and freely and volun- 
t dangers and greater hardships, for Christ's 


tarily to encounter as grea 


sake and the Gospel’s. 
It isa t consolation, that whilst the conduct of many Euro- 


ea might induce the Gentoos to suspect, that the God whom Chris- 
jans worship is Mammon, a Schwartz has been raised up. there, the 
excellence and lustre of whose Christian character and conduct have 
subdued prejudice, and enforced conviction; have filled the people 
with love, the Bramins with admiration, and the Rajah with rever- 
ence. | 

From the beginning of January to the middle of October, 1797, he 
pursued his labors in his ministerial effice, and in his studies, with 
great fervor under all the disadvantages of his advanced age. He 
preached every Sunday in the English and ‘Tamuhian maguages by. 
turns; and on Wednesday he preached a lecture in the. Portuguese 
language, for the space of several weeks, and afterwards in the Ger 
man lan to the privates, who had been made. prisoners on the 
island of Ceylon ; and having taken to the service, were ineorpora- 
ted in his Majesty’s 51st regiment, stationed im this place. | 

He made likewise a journey to Trichinapally, and several times 
visited Vellam, (a town six miles from Tanjore.) in order to preach 
the word of God to some companies of the 51st regiment, stationed 
_ that place, and to invite the heathen to accept the blessings of the 


Durimg the course of the week, he explained the New Testament in 
his usual order at morning and evening prayers, which was be 

and concluded by singing some verses of an hymn ; and he dedicated 
an hour every day for instructing the Malabar school children in the 
doctrmes of Christianity. He was very solicitous for their improve- 
ment in knowledge and piety, and particularly for those whom he 
had chosen and was training up for the service of the church ; for 
whose. benefit he wrote, during the latter part of his life, an ex- 
planation of the principal doctrmes of Christianity, an abridgement 
Newton’s sition of the Revelation, and some other 


Though his strength and vigor were. tly impaired, yet his love 
to his flock constrained him to deny a reat deal of that oes and re- 
pose which his great age required, and to exert all his remaining 
strength for their improvement in true religion. He took a particular 
delight in visiting the members of his congregation with whom he con. 
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versed freely upon the subjects relating to their spiritual interest He 
told them plainly whatever was blameable in their conduct, and anima- 
ted them by every powerful argument, to walk worthy of their Chiris- 
tian profession. It was a most pleasing sight to see the little children 
flock to him with such joy, as children feel on meeting their beloved 
rent after some absence, and to observe his engaging and delight- 

ul method to lead them to the knowledge of God, and of their duty. 


He heard almost every day the accounts delivered by fhe cate. 
chists, of their conversation with Christians, Papists,and heathen, and 
the effects produced by it, and embraced every opportunity of giving 
them directions for a wise and faithful discharge of their office. 


His strength was visibly on the decline during the last year of his 
life, and he frequently spoke of his departure, to which he looked 
forward with joy and delight. The commencement of his illness, | 
which happened on the 7th of October, 1797, consisted only of a 
cold and hoarsenesss occasioned by a check of potanraies. Dr. 
Kennedy, who was a particular friend of the Rev. . Schwartz, 
gave him an emetic to remove the phlegm which was collected in his 
chest; but he received no benefit from it, for after taking the emetic, he 
was afflicted with vomiting four or five times every day, so as to be 
almost suffocated by it, and which lasted till the 27th of November 
following. It was very afflicting to see the sufferings of our venera- 
ble father, and every remedy rendered fruitless which was tried 
that humane and excellent man the late Dr. Stuart, who acted for 
Dr. Kennedy during his absence, and who was very attentive to Mr. 
Schwartz during his illness. My affliction would have proved in- 
supportable, if a merciful God had not strengthened and comforted 
me through the unexpected arrival of the Rev, Mr. Jenicke, on the 
4th of November. 

Under all his severe sufferings, he never uttered a single expres- 
sion of impatience ; his mind was always calm and serene. Once, 
when he suffered very severely, he said, “If it be the will of the 
Lord to take me to himself, his will be done. May his name be 

raised !” 
. Although his strength was quite exhausted, and his body extremely 
ematinted, through the frequent vomitings, yet, under all his cala- 
mity, he desired that the school children, and others who usually at- 
tended the evening prayers, should assemble in his parlor, where, 
after singing, he expounded a portion of the Holy Scriptures, in a 
very affecting manner, and concluded it with his fervent and impor- 
tunate prayers. It was always his custom to hear the English schee! 
children read to him a few chapters out of the Bible after evening 
rayer, and to hear them sing some of Dr. Watts’s hymns. During 
is Hlness, he seemed particularly pleased with that excellent hymn, 
which begins with the following words : 
“Far from my thoughts vain world begone, 
Let my religious hours aione 
Fain would pine eyes my Savior see; 
I wait 2 ¥isit, Lord, from thee!” 
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He called it his beloved song, and desired the children to sing it fre- 
quently to him. 

He earnestly exhorted and entreated the heathen, who visited him 
in his illness, to forsake their idolatry, and to consider betimes the 
things which belonged to their peace. When one of them began re- 
lating that wonderful things occurred in the town, our venerable fa- 
ther answered, “The most wonderful thing is, that after hearing so 
often the doctrines of Christianity, and being convinced of the truth 
of it, you are notwithstanding backward to embrace and obey it.” 
In conversing with another heathen of consequence, he express- 
ed his great regret at leaving him in his idolatry, when he was en- 
tering into eternity; and added the following words: “I have often 
exhorted and warned you, but you have hitherto disregarded it: you 
esteemed and honored the creature more than the Creator.” 

On the 23d of November, he was visited by Serfogee, the present 
. Rajah, then presumptive heir of the kingdom of ig and to 
whom the Rev. Mr. Schwartz was appointed guardian by the late 
Tulja Maha Rajah. On being informed that Serfogee Rajah wished 
to see him, he let him know that he should come immediately, as he 
doubted whether he should survive till the next day. On his arrival, 
he received him very affectionately, and then delivered to him his 
“ying charge, by which, ree pronounced in broken language 
= ~ jah seemed to be deeply affected. ‘The tenor of his speech was 
as follows : 7 

“‘After God has called me hence, I request you will be careful not 
to indulge a fondness for pomp and grandeur. You are convinced 
that my endeavors to serve you have been disinterested; what I now 
er mor of you is, that you would be kind to the Christians. If the 

ave ill, let them be punished; but if they do well, shew yourse 
to them as their father and protector. 

“As the due administration of pr roe is indispensably necessary 
for the prosperity and yey of every state, I request you will es- 
tablish jos gers courts, and be careful that impartial justice be ad- 
ministered. I heartily wish you would renounce your idolatry, and 
serve and honor the only trueGod. May he be merciful and enable 
you to do it.” 


Our venerable father then inquired whether he sometimes perused 
the Bible ; and concluded with very affecting exhortations, to be 
mindful of the concerns of his immortal! soul. “ 

The resident, Mr. Macleod, who had been on a visit to Trichina- 

ally for some weeks, hearing on his arrival the ill state of Mr. 

hwartz’s health, had the kindness to send for Dr. Street, from Tri- 
chinapally. ‘The Doctor arrived here on the first of December, and 
after consulting with Dr. Stuart, he recommended the tincture of 
steel to be taken with an infusion of bark, which, by the blessing of 
- God, put a stop to the vomiting, with which he had been afflicted 
since the seventeenth of October. | 
_ On the third of December, the first Sunday in Advent, very early 
in the morning, he sent for the Rev. Mr. Jenicke and myself, and 
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desired the Lord’s Seppe to be administered to him, which was ac- 
cordingly done by the Rev. Mr. Jenicke. 

Before he received the Lord’s Supper, he put up a long and affec- 
tionate prayer. To hear thiseminent servant of Christ, who had 
faithfully served his Redeemer very near half a century, disclaiming 
all merit of his own, humbling himself before the footstool of the 
Divine Majesty as the chief of sinners, and grounding all his hopes of 
mercy and salvation on the unmerited grace of God, and the merito- 
rious sacrifice of his beloved Saviour, was a great lesson of humility 
to us. 

Our joy was great on his recovery, but alas it was soon changed 
into sorrow, when we observed that the severe attacks of his illness 
had ina great degree affected the powers of his mind, and which 
he did not perfectly get the better of till his last illness, a few days 
before his departure out of life, notwithstanding all the remedies 
which were tried. It was however surprising to us, that though his 
thoughts seemed to be incoherent when he spoke of worldly subjects, 
quite connected wae he prayed or discoursed about 

ivine things. 

After his recovery, he frequently wished, according to his old cus- 
tom, that the school children and Christians, should assemble in his 

rlor for evening prayer; with which we complied in order to please 

im, though we were ccncerned to observe that these exertions were 
too much for his feeble frame. 

The happy talent which he ra yy of making almost every con- 
versation instructive and edi ying, did not forsake him even under 
his weak and depressed state. e morning when his friend Dr. 
Kennedy visited him, (after his return,) the conversation turning 
upon Dr. Young’s Night Thoughts, which was one of Mr. Schyartz’s 
favorite books, he observed to the Doctor, that those weighty truths 
contained in it, were not intended that we should abandon society, re- 
nounce our business, and retire into a corner, but to convince us of 
the emptiness of the honors, the riches, and pleasures of this world, 
and to engage us to fix our hearts there where true treasures are to 
be found. He ther spoke with peculiar warmth on the folly of mind. 
ing the things of this world as our chief good, and the wisdom and 
happiness of thinking on our eternal concerns. 

t was highly pleasing to hear the part which he took in his con- 


versation with the Rev. Mr. Pohle, who visited him a little after 


his recovery, and which generally turned on the many benefits and 


consolations purchased to believers through Christ. He was trans- 


ported with joy when he spoke on those subjects, and I hope I may 
with truth call it a foretaste of that joy which he is now experiencing 
in the presence of his Redeemer, sad in the society of the blessed. 
On the 2d of February, 1798, our venerable father had the satis- 
faction of seeing the Rev. Mr. Gericke, Mr. Holtzberg, and his fa- 
mily. Little did we think that the performance of the last offices for 
him would prove a part of the duty of our worthy senior, the Rev. 
Mr. Gericke ; and I bless and praise God for leading luis faithful ser- 
vant to us, at that very time, when we were most in need of his as- 
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sistance andcomfort. On the second or third day after the Rev. Mr. 
Gericke’s arrival, Mr. Schwartz complained of a little pain in his 
right foot, occasioned by an inflammation ; to remove which repeat- 
ed fomentations were applied; but a few days after we observed, to 
our inexpressible grief, the approach of a mortification. Dr. Ken- 
nedy tried every remedy to remove it, and would perhaps have ef- 
fectedthe cure, if his frame had been able to support what he suffer- 
‘ed. fe was an example of patience under all these calamities. He 
‘did not speak, during the whole of his illness, one single word of im- 
patience. | | 
The last week of his life he:was obliged to lie on his cot the great- 
est part of the day, and as he was of a robust constitution, it requir- 
‘ed great labor and exertion to remove him to a chair, when he would 
situp. These exertions contributed to weaken him more and more. 
During his last illness the Rev. Mr. Gericke visited him frequently, 
and spent much of his time with him in conversing on the precious 
promises of God through Christ, in singing awakening hymns, and 
an offering his fervent prayers to God to comfort and strengthen his 
_ aged servant under his severe sufferings , to continue and increase his 
Divine blessing upon his labors for propagation of the Gospel; and to 
bless all the pious endeavors of the Society, and all those institutions 
rg gs in this country for the enlargement of the kingdom of 
rist. 
’ He rehearsed with peculiar emphasis (whilst we were singing) par- 
ticular parts of the hymns expressing the believer’s assurance of faith, 
and of the great love of God in Christ. His fervor was visible to 
every one present, whilst Mr. Gericke was praying; and by his 
loud Amen he shewed his ardent desire for the accomplishment of 
our united petitions. } 

A few days before he entered into the joy of his Lord, the Rev. 
Mr. Gericke asked him whether he had any thing to say to the bre- 
thren. His answer was, “Tell them that it is my request, that they 
should make the faithful discharge of their office their chief care and 
concern.” 

A day or two before his departure, when he was visited by the 
doctor, he said, “Doctor, in heaven there will be no pain:” “Very 
true,” ied the doctor, “but we must keep you here as long as we 
can.” He paused a few moments, and then addressed the doctor 
with these words, ‘‘O! dear doctor, let us take care that we may not 
be missing there.” ‘These words were delivered with such an affec- 
tionate tone of voice, that made a deep impression on the doctor, 
and on every one present. | 

On Wednesday, the 13th of February, 1798, which closed the 
melancholy scene, we observed with deep concern, the approach of 
his dissolution. The Rev. Messrs. Gericke, Jenicke, Holtzberg, 
and myself, were much with him in the morning; and in the after- 
hoon we sung several excellent hymns, and offered up our prayers 
and praises to God, in which he joined us with fervor and delight. 
After we had retired he prayed silently, and at one time, he uttered 
the following words: ‘OQ Lord, hitherto thou hast preserved me ; hith- 


: 
y 
‘ 
or. 
} 
é 
‘ 
t 
, 
~ 
A 
i 


48380) SKETCH FROM THE LIFE OF MR. JAMES MEIKLE. 57 


erto thou hast brought me; and has bestowed ipnumerable benefits 
upon me. Do what is pleasing in thy sight. I deliver my spirit into 
thy hands; cleanse and adorn it with the righteousness of my Re- 
deemer, and receive me into the arms of thy love and merey.” About 
two hours after we had retired, he sent for me, and looking upon me 
with a friendly countenance, he imparted his last paternal blessing 
in these precious words: “I wish you many comforts.” On_ offering 


him some drink, he wished to be placed on ahair; but as ‘s00n_.as 


he was raised upon the cot, he bowed his head, and without 
a groan or struggle, he shut his eyes, and died between four and 
five in the afternoon, in the 72d of his age. 


SKETCH FROM THE LIFE OF MR. JAMES MEIKLE. 


He says, while at Leghorn, he had occasion to remark the inter- 
position of Providence in a very singular manner in his behalf. Se- 
veral of the gentlemen belonging to the ship had formed a party in 
order to visit the city of Pisa, hich is not more than 12 miles dis- 
tant, and entertain themselves with the sight of a famous hanging tow- 
er and the other curiosities of the place. Mr. Meikle, starting in 
the morning of the 12th of April, went on foot by himself, and en- 
joyed, he says, by the way, pleasant meditations on the love of Christ. 
The rest followed on horseback. The afternoon was far advanced 
before they had sufficiently gratified their curiosity. In the evening 
Mr. Meikle’s companions returned, but he, being fatigued, and ob- 
serving that the wind was foul, so that the fleet which the Portland 
was to convey, could not sail, ventured to remain in Pisa. Early 
next morning he set out for Leghorn; but the wind had changed 
during the night, and before he could reach the city, the fleet had 
weighed, and were already several leagues on their way. 

By this occurrence he was thrown into inconceivable perplexity. 
In a strange of the language, with no clothes except 
what were on his body, with little rg in his pocket, without one 
personal acquaintance, and even few Englishmen being left in the 

lace to take interest in the distresses of their countrymen ;—afraid, 
sides, of the fate of his papers and other property on board, of 
the loss of what was due to him on the ship’s books, and of being 
detained long before he could find an opportunity of getting home— 
what was to be done? In his distress he applied to the English con- 
sul, but every expedient suggested by him and some others whom 
he consulted, misgave. After thus spending the remainder of Friday 
and the whole of Saturday in fruitless contrivances how to extricate 
himself from the embarrassments of his situation, the Sabbath came, 
on which he resolved, as much as possible, to bannish care and to 
commit himself to God. It whe bie custom when any cnemy appear- 
ed, or when at any time he went ashore, to put his Bible in his 
pocket, that in any event he might not be deprived of the consolation 


which the perusal of it is calculated to afford; and on this occasion 
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he remarks that he was so happy as to have along with him his 
dear companion, the Bible. ce 

Early on the morning, therefore, of the 15th of April, he retired 
to a forest which lay a considerable way out of town, on the road 
to Pisa, and spent the day in devotional exercises. He sung the 
sixty-third psalm, a psalm written in a wilderness, which, says he, 
gave me great comfort in my wilderness. He read the 102d psalm, 
which eel suite the afflicted when he is overwhelmed and poureth out 
his complaint before the Lord. He engaged repeatedly in prayer 
and in meditation on God and the dispensations of his providence 
towards his people and himself in particular. As the day .advanced 
the wind sprang up, and it began to rain. He took shelter from the 
storm in the trunk of a hollow tree, and standing within it, wrote 
the following lines, which are inserted, not for any excellence in 
the ony: but because of the circumstances in which they were 
composed, and to show the temper of his mind on this trying oc- 
casion :— | ‘ 


THE CONFIDENCE OF THE SOLITARY EXILE. 
Written in a forest between Leghorn and Pisa, April 15, 1759 


A stranger in a foreign land, 
I throw myself on thee: 

There’s help on that almighty hand 
That e both land and sea. 


Upon thy power, Lord, I will lean; 
‘hy should I bound thy ways ; 
Thy power the hardest things can bring 
o pass with greatest ease. 
Oft have I seen thy former love : 
Still will I trust in thee ; 


Thou canst not cease from heaven above 
Kindly to look on me. 


How to relieve thou always know’st, 
‘Thou art as wise as true; 
And what infinite wisdom plann’d 
Infinite power can do. 


bi doubt my Father’s love, for though 
is providence now frown, 
To me with kindness overflow, 

His word and ways each one. 


The world is thine, and every where 
Thou’rt present, O Most High ! 


I cast myself upon thy care, 
Ion thy weed rely. 
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which so marked the care of 
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After the rain ceased, he drew nearer the city, and reclining on @ 
bank, wrote a few verses ; but the wind still blowing high, the even- 
ing growing chill, and he himself becoming faint, (for he had tasted 
nothing all that day but a draught of cold water, and eaten little the 
day before,) he returned to the city, Calling at a house to which: 
he was kindly invited, he had not sat long before information was 
brought him that the English fleet had been driven back by contrary 
winds, and were arrived in the roads. ; 

Animated by this delightful but yey ee intelligence of an event 

rovidence, he made all 
sible haste towards the shore. But it was late—it blew hard, and it 
was morning before he got abroad. As he rowed towards the ship, 
it fell calmer, the wind ether fair, the signal for sailing was hoist- 
ed and within two hours after he entered the Portland, the fleet 
was under way with a fair wind and fresh gale. 

How ignorant are we of the gracious intention of events of which, 
at the moment, we are disposed to complain! ‘The wind which chil- 
ied him and the rain which drove him for shelter into the trunk of @ 
tree, were the instruments of his deliverance. “This interposition 
of Providence for me,” he says, ‘was astonishing—that should 
send a contrary gust ef wind out of his treasures, and turm a whole 
fleet out of their intended course, for one poor warm, and whenever 
that end was accomplished, ordered a fair wind to blow, so that we 


were obliged to ack no more.” 
a 


It appears to have struck even the thoughtless sailors with surprise ; 
for they hailed him as he approached the vessel, in their rough and 
irreligious manner, “Come along, you praying devil!” adding that 
the winds would not permit them to leave Leghorn without him. 

His first care was to acknowledge God. “I had pleasant reflec- 
tions,” he says, “in the sudden a, changes which Providence 
had made in my circumstances.” ‘The other day I was in a forest in 
left behind, and friendless,; but now in my own ship, 

already many leagues advanced on our intended voyage.”— 
Amidst the glow of gratitude which he felt for his deliverance, he 
wrote (April 18th) the following lines :— 


F 
‘Awake each grateful thought, and sin 
The Lord’s o’erruling hand : 
For thee concern’d the eternal King 
See, and astonish’d, stand. 


Heaven’s hosts might well engross his care 
Angelic every form; 

Yet strange! see him on earth prepare 
His way to bless a worm. 


At his command the billows swell, 
The winds impetuous blow, ~ 


And veer about, and quick fulél_ 
His kind designs below. 
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I cannot praise thee as I should— 
With gratitude inspire ; - 

[ cannot praise thee as I would— 
Accept the faint desire. 


Thy kindness I will ne’er forget, 
ut there astonish’d gaze ; 
And all my life on earth will set 

Apart to show thy praise.” 


REFLECTIONS EXCITED BY SEEING A LIKNESS OF 
LUTHER. 


Mighty Spirit of past ages, 

Born to rouse a s umbering world ; 

*Twas thou that broke the despot’s yoke | 
And Rome’s pontiff downward hurl’d. 
Still thy memory shall endure, 

E’en as the eternal hills secure. 


Long the world had darkness cover'd. 
Darkness deep as midnight gloom ; 
Superstition reigned triumphant, | 
Piety had not her doom. 

‘The Vaudois wag’d unequal strife , 
Bold Huss-had paid his forfeit life. 
But a bright star at length arose 

- Quickly to dispel that night, 

_ Which long had brooded o’er the ‘mind. 
Dark’ning reason’s fairest light. 
Knowledge was borne upon each gale J 
That swept the hill, or fann’d the vale. 


Man by heaven itself appointed ! 

Lo! e’en now I see thee stand, 

At the illustrious city’s towers, - 

Midst that trembling, fearful band. 

But see mee | flames devour 
Mandates that shock a monarch’s power. 


Proud Cajetan stil strove in vain 
To move his generous soul ; 
Miltitz who plead in accents mild, 
His resolves could not control. 
Tho’ attack’d by numerous foes, 
Still o’er all he conqueror rose. 


Lo! before the na et princes, 
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‘Trusting in his God, he stands 
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Nor retracts the truth once utter’d 
Tho’ imperial Charles commands. 
But,—“Here I stand, God be my aid; 
I can not otherwise”—he said. 


Now thy work on earth iis ended, 

Freed from turmoil and from strife, 

All thy imperfections ended, 

Thou enjoy’st eternal hfe. 

O may thy cause—the cause of truth 

Still flourish in immortal youth. MORTON. 


Morton is certainly, under a happy influence of Bible religion, and 
duly appreciates the immortal Luther and his services to the world. 
We should prefer however, if he propia transmit to us his ‘‘Reflec- 
ons” in prose.—Editor. 


STRIKING aT OF MEMORY. 


The following anetdote from the biography of Coleridge, is a very 
remarkable fact, and seems to illustrate a very striking theory. 


A case occured in a Catholic town in Germany, a year or two be- 
fore my arrival at Gottingen, and had not then to be a frequent 
subject of conversation. A young woman of four or five and twenty, 
who could neither read nor write, was seized with a nervous fever ; 
during which, according to the asseverations of all the priests and . 
monks of the neighborhood, she became possessed, (as it appeared,)} 
by a very leoanall devil. She continued incessantly talking Latm, 

reek and Hebrew, in very pompous tones, and with most distinct 
enunciation. The case had attracted the particular attention of a 
young physician, and by his statement, many eminent physiologists 
and psychologists visited the town, and cross-examined the case on the 
spot. Sheets full of her ravings were taken down from her own | 
mouth and were found to consist of sentences coherent and intelligi- 
ble each for itself, but with httle or no connexion with each other. 
Of the Hebrew a small proportion only could be traced to the Bible ; 
the remainder seemed to be rabbinical dialect. All trick of conspir- 
acy was out of the question. Not only had the young woman ever 
been an harmless creature, but she was evidently laboring under a 
nervous fever. In the town in which she had been residing for many 
years, as a servant in different families, no solution presented itself. 

e young physician, however, determined to trace her past life, 
step by step; for the patient herself was ineapable of returning a 
rational answer. He at length succeeded in discovering the place 


where her parents had lived ; travelled thither and found them dead, 


but an uncle surviving; and from him learnt that the patient had . 
been charitably taken by an old Protestant pastor at nine years old, 
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and had remained with hint some years, even till the old man’s death. 
Of this pastor the uncle knew nothing, but that he was a very good 
man. ‘ith great difficulty, and after much search, our young me- 
dical philosopher discovered a niece of the pastor’s, who had lived 
with him as housekeeper, and had inherited his effects. She remem- 
bered the girl; related that her venerable uncle had been too indul- 


t, and could not bear to hear the girl scolded ; that she was wil- 
to have kept her, but after her patron’s death, the girl herself 
refused to stay. Anxious inquiries were then of course, made con- 
cerning the pastor’s habits, and the solution of the phenomenon 
was soon obtained. For it'appeared, that it had been the old man’s 
custom for years to walk up anddown a passage of his house, into 
which the Litchen door opened, and read to himself, with a loud 
voice, out of his favorite beoks. A considerable number of these 
were still in the niece’s possession. She added, that he was a learn- 
ed man, and a great Hebrewist. Among the books,were (ound acol.- 
lection of rabbinical writings, together with several of the Greek and 
Latin Fathers; and the physician succeeded in identifying so many 
passages with those taken down at the young woman’s bedside, that 
no doubt could, remain in any rational mind, concerning the true ori- 
gin of the impressions made on her nervous system. | 
This authenticated case furnishes both proof and instance, that re- 
lics of sensation may exist, for an indefinite time, in a latent state, 
in the very same order in which they were originally impressed ; and — 
as we cannot rationally suppose the feverish state of the brain to act 
in any other —_ than as a stimulus, this fact, (and it would not 
be difficult to ce several of the same kind,) contributes to make 
it even probable, that all thoughts are, in themselves imperishable : 
and that if the intelligent faculty should be rendered more comprehen- 
sive, it would require only a different and apportioned organization, 
the body celestial instead of the body tewrestial, to bring before every 
human soul the collective experience of its whole past existence. 
And this—this, perchance, is the dread book of judgment, in whose 
mysterious hieroglyphics every idle word is recorded! Yea, in the 
pte nature of a living spirit, it may be more possible that heaven 
and earth should pass away, than that a single act or a single thought 
should be lost.” | | 


| 


A WORD TO STUDENTS. a 
Anecdotes of Luther, Sir Isaae Newton, and President Edwards. 


Be persuaded to strict temperance by a consideration of its happy - 
influence on the health and vigor both of mind and body. The most 
eminent physicians bear uniform testimony to this propitious effect of 
entire abstinence. And the Spirit of inspiration has recorded, He 
that striveth for the mastery, is temperate in all things. Many striking 
examples might be adduced. The mother of Sampson, that prodigy 
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of human strength, was instructed by an angel of God to preserve 
him from the slightest touch of ‘‘wine or strong drink, or, ony un- 
clean thing.’ And Luther, who burst the chains of half Europe, 
was as remarkable for temperance as for great bodily and intellec-* 
tual vigor. “It often happened,” says,his biographer, “that for se- 
veral days and nights he locked himself up in his study, and took no 
other nourishment than bread and water, that he might thé more 
uninterruptedly pursue his labors. Sir Isaac Newton, also, while 
composing his ‘Treatise on Light, a work requiring the greatest clear- 
ness of intellect, abstained not only from spirit, but from all stimu- 
lating food. The immortal Edwards, too, repeatedly records his 
ewn experience of the happy effect of strict temperance both in 
mind and body.—And the recent reformations from moderate drink- 
ing, in different of the land have revealed numerous examples 
ef renovated health and spirits in consequence of the change. But 
not to multiply instances, let any youth, oppressed with heaviness of 
brain, or dullness of intellect, thoroughly try the experiment of tem- 
ance in all things, united with great activity, and he will himself 
surprised at the happy effect —.Vational Preacher. 


INTEMPERANCE IN THE ARMY. 


A report of the Secretary of War has been presented to Congress, 
accompanied by several documents respecting intemperance and 
4 crime in the. army. Adjutant Gen. Jones states that during seven 
, years, ending Jan. 1, 1830, 5669 soldiers deserted from the army, 
: and that the loss to Government in money by these desertions was 
3 nearly 70,000 dollars annually; in 1829 the loss was 96,000 dollars. 
: He states also that during six years, ending Jan. 1, 1829, 7,058 sol- 
P diers were tried by Courts Martial; and this in an army of less than 
6,000 men. He attributes most of these evils to intemperance, to 

regular, daily, issues of whiskey, and says the soldier who drinks 
his allowance daily acquires a habit by which he is almost sure to 
become a drunkard. n. Gaines says desertion is mostly to be at- 
tributed to intemperance, that intoxication almost always precedes, 
and is often the immediate cause of desertion. Sober recruits first 
take a little, and in time, a little more, until they become habitual 
drunkards. ‘I will add,” says Gen, Gaines, “that the most orderly 
and gallant troops f have ever commanded were the least addicted to 
spirituous liquors, and were often for some weeks without any.” 
Lieut. Gallagher states that his company, during a march of six 
weeks from Sackett’s Harbor to Houlton, in Maine, were without 
ardent spirits, and not a man deserted, and hardly a crime was com- 
mitted ; within six weeks after his arrival at Houlton, where ardent 
spirit was plenty, several desertions took place, and petty crimes - 
were committed without number. “I do not hesitate to say,” con- 
tinues Lieut. Gallagher, “that five out of six of the crimes proved 
before Courts Martial, have resulted from intemperance ; and nine 
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